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 7A Selfies

 G  past simple of be: was / were
 V  word formation: write › writer
 P  sentence stress

Lesson plan
This lesson uses the context of self-portraits and selfies to 
introduce and practise the past simple of the verb be  
(was / were). The Grammar is presented through an audio 
guide talking about Vincent van Gogh. Pronunciation gets 
Sts to focus on sentence stress in past simple sentences 
and questions with was and were. The Reading picks up the 
topic of self-portraits of famous people and then moves 
onto word formation, e.g. music − musician. In Speaking, 
Sts discuss whether or not they take selfies, and talk about 
selfies and photos on their phones.

More materials
For teachers
Photocopiables 
Grammar past simple of be: was / were p.186 
Communicative Where were you? p.232  
(instructions p.209)
For students
Workbook 7A
Online Practice 7A

OPTIONAL LEAD-IN (BOOKS CLOSED)   
Start to draw a picture of yourself on the board. Ask Sts who 
they think it is, and keep adding details until they realize that 
it’s you. Teach the word self-portrait and ask Sts if they think it 
looks like you.

1 GRAMMAR past simple of be
a Books open. Focus on the title and elicit / teach the 

meaning of selfie (= a photo that you take of yourself ). Ask 
Sts if they like taking selfies to elicit yes / no answers. Sts 
will be discussing this in more details in Speaking.

 If you haven’t done the Optional lead-in, elicit / teach the 
meaning of portrait (= a painting of a person). Model and 
drill pronunciation /ˈpɔːtrət/. Now elicit the meaning of 
self-portrait.

 Now focus on the portrait and the three questions. Put Sts 
in pairs to discuss them.

 Elicit some ideas, but don’t tell Sts if they are right or not.
b e 7.1  Play the audio for Sts to listen and check. Tell Sts to 

just listen for the answers to questions 1 and 2 in a.
 Check answers. Elicit opinions for question 3. You could 

tell Sts what you think of his paintings.

1 Vincent van Gogh   2 He is 35 years old. 

e 7.1
(script in Student’s Book on p.120) 
This painting is a self-portrait by the Dutch painter Vincent van 
Gogh.
Van Gogh was born in the Netherlands on the thirtieth of March 
eighteen fifty-three. His parents weren’t poor – his father was a 
church minister, and his mother was an artist. Van Gogh’s first job 
was in his uncle’s company, selling paintings, but later he was 
a teacher in England, and finally a painter. We only really know 
what he looked like because of his many self-portraits. Only three 
photographs of him exist, and they are all from when he was young.
This portrait is from his time in Arles in the south of France, in 
eighteen eighty-eight, when he was thirty-five. He was very poor, 
but he was happy because of the beautiful light and colours there. 
This portrait was a present for his friend, the painter Paul Gauguin. 
Gauguin and van Gogh were together in Arles for a month. Van 
Gogh was not strong mentally, and the relationship between them 
was difficult. After a big fight, van Gogh cut off his ear, and was in a 
mental hospital for some time. He died on the twenty-ninth of July 
eighteen ninety. He was only thirty-seven years old. His paintings 
weren’t popular during his lifetime and he was never rich or famous. 
But today people think that Vincent van Gogh is one of the greatest 
painters in the world, and his paintings, like Sunflowers, and The 
Starry Night, sell for millions of pounds.

EXTRA IDEA  If you have an interactive whiteboard 
connected to the internet, you could show Sts some of van 
Gogh’s paintings, especially Sunflowers and The Starry Night 
as they are mentioned in the audio.

c Focus on questions 1–8. Give Sts time to read all the 
questions and options and make sure they understand all 
the lexis, e.g. a present, complicated, died, unpopular. 

 Play the audio again for Sts to listen and complete the task.
 Get Sts to compare with a partner, and then check 

answers.

1 b   2 c   3 a   4 c   5 c   6 b   7 b   8 a

d Give Sts time to complete the chart with the highlighted 
verbs.

 Check answers, and model and drill pronunciation, /wəz/, 
/wə/, /ˈwɒznt/, /wɜːnt/. 

was were wasn’t weren’t

e Tell Sts to go to Grammar Bank 7A on p.136. 

Grammar notes
was is the past of am and is, and were of are.
was and were are used to talk about both recent and 
distant completed actions in the past, e.g. I was tired this 
morning. Caesar was a Roman Emperor.
was and were are used exactly like is and are, i.e. they are 
inverted to make questions (he was › was he?) and not (n’t) 
is added to make negatives (wasn’t, weren’t). 
We use the passive construction was born to talk about 
the time and place of our birth.



937A

 e 7.2  Focus on the example sentences and play the 
audio for Sts to listen and repeat. Then go through the 
rules with the class. 

 Now focus on the exercises for 7A on p.137. Sts do the 
exercises individually or in pairs. 

 Check answers, getting Sts to read the full sentences. 

a 
1 She was   2 were you   3 I was   4 Was it   5 It wasn’t   
6 They weren’t   7 We were   8 They were   9 We weren’t   
10 I wasn’t
b 
1 were   2 Was   3 wasn’t   4 was   5 Were   6 were   7 was   
8 was   9 Were   10 weren’t   11 was   12 was

 Tell Sts to go back to the main lesson 7A.

EXTRA SUPPORT  If you think Sts need more practice, you 
may want to give them the Grammar photocopiable 
activity at this point.

2 PRONUNCIATION sentence stress

Pronunciation notes
was and were have two different pronunciations 
depending on whether they are stressed or not (i.e. they 
can have either a strong or weak pronunciation). 
was and were tend to have a weak pronunciation in 
positive sentences and questions: I was /wəz/ born in 1990. 
They were /wə/ famous. Was /wəz/ it expensive? The vowel 
sound in both words, as in most weak forms, is the schwa.
was / wasn’t and were / weren’t have a strong 
pronunciation in short answers and negative sentences: 
Yes, I was /wɒz/, No, I wasn’t /ˈwɒznt/, Yes, we were /wɜː/, 
No, we weren’t /wɜːnt/.
As pronunciation of strong and weak forms tends to occur 
quite naturally when there is good sentence stress and 
rhythm, it is best to concentrate your efforts on this (as 
in 2a).

a e 7.3 Focus on the sentences and remind Sts that the 
words in larger font are stressed and that the underlining 
shows the stress within a word. 

 Play the audio once for Sts just to listen.

e 7.3
See sentences in Student’s Book on p.54

 Now play it again, pausing after each sentence for Sts 
to listen and repeat, copying the rhythm. Give further 
practice as necessary.

b e 7.4 Tell Sts they are going to hear some sentences and 
questions in the present simple and they must say them 
in the past simple. Focus on the example, and highlight 
that the rhythm of the past simple sentence is the same 
as the present simple sentence, e.g. I’m at home, I was 
at home.

 Play the audio, pausing after each sentence / question, 
and elicit the past simple version from the whole class.

e 7.4
1 I’m at home. (pause) I was at home.
2 He’s American. (pause) He was American.
3 They aren’t famous. (pause) They weren’t famous.
4 It’s very cheap. (pause) It was very cheap.
5 Where are they? (pause) Where were they?
6 Is she an actress? (pause) Was she an actress?
7 You’re right. (pause) You were right.
8 What’s his name? (pause) What was his name?
9 She isn’t happy. (pause) She wasn’t happy.

10 Are they tired? (pause) Were they tired?

 Now repeat the activity, eliciting responses from 
individual Sts.

3 READING understanding the order of life events
a Focus on the self-portraits and photos on p.55 and ask Sts 

if they know any of the three people (They may know one 
or two, e.g. the singer Adele). Elicit anything they know, 
and tell them they are going to find out more about them 
when they read the texts.

 Now ask the question to the class to elicit some opinions.
b Focus on the biographies and the events for each person 

and tell Sts that they need to number the events in the 
correct order. 

 Give Sts time to read the biographies and number the 
events.

 Get Sts to compare with a partner, and then check 
answers.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Before Sts read the biographies the first 
time, check whether you need to pre-teach any vocabulary.

Kurt Vonnegut
1 He was a soldier.
2 Slaughterhouse-Five was a bestseller.
3 He was a painter.
Billy Dee Williams
1 He was an art student.
2 He was in his first film.
3 He was very successful as an actor.
Adele
1 She wasn’t very interested in schoolwork.
2 She was a student with singer Jessie J.
3 19 was a bestseller.

 Deal with any other new vocabulary. Model and drill the 
pronunciation of any tricky words. 

c Give Sts time to read the biographies again.
 Put Sts in pairs and get them to cover the biographies or 

close their books. Together they see how much they can 
remember about each person.

 Elicit from the class as much information as possible about 
each person.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Put Sts in small groups of three. Each 
student sees how much they can remember about one 
of the biographies whilst the other two Sts look at the 
biography and help if necessary.

d Do this as a whole-class activity. You could also tell the 
class which of the self-portraits you like the most and why.

EXTRA IDEA  Ask the class if they know any other famous 
self-portraits and if they like them.
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d Focus on the words Alive and Dead in the circles. Elicit / 
Teach that they are opposites. Get Sts to write four names 
of famous people in each circle.

 Put Sts in pairs and get them to ask and answer questions 
about the names using either Who is / Who’s...? or Who 
was...? depending on whether the person is alive or dead.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Demonstrate the activity by copying the 
circles on the board and writing the names of two people in 
each, and eliciting the questions from Sts.

5 SPEAKING
 If you haven’t already focused on the title of the lesson, 

focus on the initial question and elicit the meaning of 
selfie. Point out the two possible answers, Yes and No. If 
you have some selfies on your phone, you could show  
the class. 

 Put Sts in pairs and get them to ask each other the 
questions. Encourage them to take their phones out and 
show their partner some of their selfies or other photos.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Give Sts time to think about their answers 
before putting them in pairs. Monitor and help.

 Get some feedback from various pairs. With a show of 
hands, find out how many Sts take selfies.

 

4 VOCABULARY word formation
a Give Sts a few minutes to find the words in the 

biographies, or get them to guess first and then check 
with the texts.

 Check answers, modelling the pronunciation and getting 
Sts to underline the stress.

1 writer   2 actor   3 singer   4 painter

 Focus on the Word building box about professions and 
go through it with the class. Point out that to make the 
word for a person (e.g. writer) you add the letters -(e)r or 
-or to a verb and -ist or -ian to a noun. You might also 
want to point out that sometimes with nouns you have 
to make more changes, e.g. science – scientist (the ce 
disappears and a t is added).

b Tell Sts to first look at the group of words and decide if 
they are verbs or nouns. Then they should write the words 
for the jobs.

 Get Sts to compare answers with a partner.

EXTRA SUPPORT  You could first ask Sts to tell you whether 
group 1 is verbs or nouns (They are verbs). Then give Sts 
some time to add the correct ending. Then do the same for 
group 2.

c e 7.5  Play the audio for Sts to listen and check answers 
to b. Pause the audio after each word and get Sts to spell 
the endings to you. Write the answers on the board.

1 verbs; composer, dancer, director, inventor
2 nouns; artist, novelist, politician, scientist

e 7.5 
1 composer, dancer, director, inventor
2 artist, novelist, politician, scientist

 Now play the audio again and this time Sts should 
underline the stress. 

 Check answers by underlining the stress in the words on 
the board. 

1 composer, dancer, director, inventor
2 artist, novelist, politician, scientist

 Finally, in pairs, Sts practise saying the words. If you think 
they need more practice, you could play the audio again 
for them to listen and repeat the words.

EXTRA IDEA  Test Sts’ memory by getting them to cover 
the words in a and b and then saying the noun / verb as a 
prompt, e.g.  
T art  
Sts artist. 

EXTRA CHALLENGE  Elicit a famous name(s) for each of the 
professions in a and b (preferably a dead person). Elicit a full 
sentence for one, e.g. (X) was a famous writer. 
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 7B Wrong name, wrong place

EXTRA SUPPORT  Before Sts read the story, check whether 
you need to pre-teach any vocabulary.

1 They wanted to fly to Ibiza from Manchester.
2 India’s stepfather

 Finally, elicit some ideas for question 3.
b Now tell Sts they are going to read the second part of the 

story and they have to put it in order. Point out that the 
first paragraph (B) has been numbered for them.

 Give Sts time to order the rest of the paragraphs.
 Get Sts to compare with a partner, and then check 

answers.

2 D   3 E   4 C   5 A   6 F

 Deal with any other new vocabulary. Model and drill the 
pronunciation of any tricky words.  

c Do this as a whole-class activity and elicit different 
opinions.

d Focus on the task and give Sts time to order the 
sentences. Point out that the first one (C) has been done 
for them.

 Get Sts to compare with a partner.
e e 7.6 Tell Sts they are now going to hear the first part of 

the story, not just the sentences in d, and they must listen 
and check their answers.

 Play the audio and then check answers.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Read through the scripts and decide if you 
need to pre-teach any new lexis before Sts listen.

2 F   3 B   4 E   5 D   6 G   7 A

e 7.6 
(script in Student’s Book on p.120)
Kevin and his partner Jeanette live in Birmingham, England. Last 
year they decided to go on a winter holiday to Trinidad in the 
Caribbean, and they looked for flights online. They were very happy 
to find cheap flights – only eight hundred pounds return for the 
two of them. Kevin booked the flights and they started to plan their 
holiday.
On the day of their flight they arrived at Birmingham Airport and 
parked their car in the long-stay car park. Then they walked into 
the terminal building and tried to check in their bags. The check-in 
assistant looked at their boarding passes and asked where they 
wanted to go. ‘Trinidad,’ they replied. ‘We’re going there on holiday.’ 
The check-in assistant looked surprised.

f e 7.7 Before Sts listen to the rest of the story, ask them 
what they think might be the problem. Elicit some ideas.

 Play the audio for Sts to hear the end of the story.
 Check the answer.

They booked their flights from the wrong airport – Birmingham, 
Alabama, in the United States, instead of Birmingham, England.

 G  past simple: regular verbs
 V  past time expressions: three years ago, last week, etc. 
 P  -ed endings

Lesson plan
Past simple regular verbs are introduced in this lesson. The 
context is provided by two true stories of people having 
a problem with a flight. The lesson begins with a Reading 
about someone needing to change the surname on their 
ticket, and then Sts listen to a story about a couple having 
a problem when they arrive at the airport. These are used 
to present the past simple of regular verbs. Then there is 
a focus on the pronunciation of -ed endings. Vocabulary 
introduces past time expressions, and Grammar, Vocabulary 
and Pronunciation are put together in the final Speaking 
activity. 

More materials
For teachers
Photocopiables 
Grammar past simple: regular verbs p.187 
Communicative Are we in Australia? p.233  
(instructions p.209)
For students
Workbook 7B
Online Practice 7B

OPTIONAL LEAD-IN (BOOKS CLOSED)   
Ask Sts Do you have a passport, an ID card, or both? What 
information is in it?

Write ideas on the board, e.g.: 
FIRST NAME                        MIDDLE NAME(S) 

SURNAME                            NATIONALITY 

DATE OF BIRTH                   PLACE OF BIRTH

Explain that the first part of the lesson is about somebody 
who wanted to change something in their passport. 

1 READING & LISTENING predicting the order  
 of events from existing knowledge
a Books open. Tell Sts that they are going to read and listen 

to two true stories. Focus on the task and make sure Sts 
know what a flight is. Model and drill pronunciation.

 Now go through questions 1–3 and check Sts know to fly, 
to book a ticket, and a booking. 

 Give Sts time to read the beginning of the story and 
answer the questions.

 Get Sts to compare with a partner, and then check 
answers for 1 and 2. Elicit / Explain that stepfather = a man 
who has married your mother, but who is not your father.
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 Now focus on the exercises for 7B on p.137. Sts do the 
exercises individually or in pairs. 

 Check answers, getting Sts to read the full sentences. 
Correct any mispronunciation of the -ed ending. Get Sts to 
spell the verbs to you and write them on the board. 

a
1 I studied English
2 Did you listen to the news
3 He didn’t cook
4 Did she play sport
5 They worked late
6 She travelled a lot 
7 Jack worked in New York
8 I called my parents 
9 We didn’t live in France 
 10 Anna asked a lot of questions 
b 
1 didn’t call   2 Did…cry   3 played   4 didn’t listen    
5 Did…dance   6 booked

 Tell Sts to go back to the main lesson 7B.

EXTRA SUPPORT  If you think Sts need more practice, you 
may want to give them the Grammar photocopiable 
activity at this point.

d Focus on the instructions and questionnaire, and explain 
the activity. Sts need to find a person who did each of 
the activities in the questionnaire yesterday. Elicit that Sts 
need to make the sentences into questions by adding 
Did you… and then putting the verb in the infinitive, e.g. 
Did you watch football on TV yesterday?

 Tell Sts they are going to move around the classroom 
asking questions in the past simple to find out if people 
did the activities mentioned. If someone says yes, they 
should write that person’s name on the line on the left.

 Focus on the speech bubbles and demonstrate the 
activity by asking the first question until someone says yes 
and then mime that you are writing down their name.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Before starting the activity, you could get 
Sts to ask you all the questions first, making sure they don’t 
say, e.g. Did you watched football on TV yesterday?. Give simple 
answers that they can understand. 
With a large class, divide Sts into two separate groups.

 Get Sts to stand up and move around the class asking 
questions. Stop the activity when someone gets a name 
for each statement or when you think Sts have had 
enough practice, and get some feedback from the class.

3 PRONUNCIATION -ed endings

Pronunciation notes
The regular past simple ending (-ed) can be pronounced 
in three different ways:
1 -ed is pronounced /t/ after verbs ending in these 

unvoiced sounds*: /k/, /p/, /f/, /s/, /ʃ/, /ʧ/, e.g. cooked, 
booked, laughed, missed, relaxed, stopped, washed, 
watched.

2 After voiced endings* (all other consonant sounds 
except /d/ and /t/) -ed is pronounced /d/, e.g. arrived, 
called, changed, showed. This is the biggest group. Verbs 
which ends with consonant + y, e.g. study, carry, also 
belong to this group because the sound added is /d/.

e 7.7
(script in Student’s Book on p.120)
C = check-in assistant, J = Jeanette, K = Kevin
C Where do you want to go?
J Trinidad. We’re going there on holiday.
C I’m sorry, but there are no flights from here to Trinidad.
K No flights? But we booked last month!
C Let me check your booking. Oh, I see. I’m really sorry, but your 

booking isn’t from this Birmingham. It’s from Birmingham 
Alabama, in the United States.

J No, it can’t be.
C I’m very sorry, but it is. Look, it says BHM – that’s the code for 

Birmingham Airport in the States. You can’t fly from here.
J I don’t believe it. Kevin, did you check the airport when you 

booked?
K Yeah. It was Birmingham. I didn’t check which Birmingham.
J You idiot!
C I’m very sorry, but you can’t fly today.

EXTRA SUPPORT  If there’s time, you could get Sts to listen 
again with the scripts on p.120, so they can see exactly what 
they understood / didn’t understand. Translate / Explain any 
new words or phrases.

g Make sure Sts understand the question. 
 Do this as a whole-class activity. First, elicit some opinions 

for the first story about Adam and India, and then elicit 
some opinions about Kevin and Jeanette’s story. Ask 
Sts if they know anyone who had a problem when they 
booked flights online.

2 GRAMMAR past simple: regular verbs
a Tell Sts to read 1b again and find the four past tense verbs. 

Make sure they know the meaning of reply.
 Elicit the answers onto the board.

1 asked   2 decided   3 replied   4 didn’t want

b e 7.8  Now tell Sts to look at the question taken from the 
second story. 

 Play the audio for Sts to listen and complete the gap.
 Check the answer.

did

e 7.8
J I don’t believe it. Kevin, did you check the airport when you 

booked?
K Yeah. It was Birmingham.

c Tell Sts to go to Grammar Bank 7B on p.136. 

Grammar notes
It is important to emphasize that the past simple is used 
for completed actions in the past, both distant and recent 
and which happened once or more than once. The 
form of regular past simple verbs is very easy. The main 
problem Sts have is the pronunciation, and remembering 
to use the infinitive, not the -ed form, after did / didn’t.

 e 7.9  Focus on the example sentences and play the 
audio for Sts to listen and repeat. Then go through the 
rules with the class. You may want to point out here that 
the e is not normally pronounced in -ed endings unless 
there is a t or a d before it. This will be focused on more 
fully in Pronunciation.
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Play the audio for them to check. 

/d/ lived, played, travelled
/t/ asked, cooked, finished, liked, stopped, watched, worked
/ɪd/ ended, painted, started

c e 7.12 Focus on the speech bubble and explain to Sts 
that they are going to hear some verb phrases and they 
must make either a positive sentence or a negative one 
depending on what they really did yesterday.

 Play the audio, pausing after each verb phrase. Elicit 
sentences from a few Sts before moving on to the next 
phrase.

e 7.12
1 play tennis
2 travel by train
3 cook lunch
4 wait for a bus
5 play the guitar
6 study English
7 watch TV
8 listen to music

4  VOCABULARY & SPEAKING past time 
expressions

a Write a true sentence about yourself in the past with a 
regular verb, e.g. I started teaching English in 1999. Then write 
underneath it I started teaching English (x) years ago, and 
elicit the meaning of ago. Model and drill pronunciation. 

 Focus on the past time expressions, and explain that Sts 
must number them from the most recent (five minutes 
ago) to the most distant (in 2017). Give Sts time to do the 
activity and get them to check their order with a partner.

b e 7.13  Go through the Past time expressions box with 
the class and highlight that in time expressions with last 
(e.g. last week) the definite article the is not used. Also 
explain that we say last night NOT yesterday night.

 Play the audio for Sts to listen and check.
 Check answers. 

e 7.13
1 five minutes ago
2 last night
3 yesterday morning
4 the day before yesterday
5 three days ago
6 last week
7 last month
8 last summer
9 a year ago

10 in 2017

 Now play the audio again for Sts to listen and repeat. 
c Focus on the instructions and the sentences. Make sure 

Sts understand the question When was the last time?.
 Give Sts time to write a time expression for each activity.
d Tell Sts they will now tell each other when they did each 

activity. Focus on the example.
 Put Sts in pairs and set a time limit.
 Monitor and help. Make sure Sts swap roles.
 Get some feedback by getting individual Sts to tell you an 

activity they did and asking a few extra questions.

3 After verbs ending in /d/ or /t/ the pronunciation of -ed 
is /ɪd/, e.g. wanted, chatted, needed, decided. This group 
is very small.

In practice, the difference between 1 and 2 is very small 
and can only be appreciated when a verb is said in 
isolation or is followed by a word beginning with a vowel 
(e.g. I liked it). 
However, the difference between 3 and the other two is 
significant (it is an extra syllable) and many Sts tend to 
pronounce all past simple verbs in this way, e.g. /ˈlaɪkɪd/,  
/ˈstɒpɪd/, etc.

Voiced and unvoiced consonants
• Voiced consonant sounds are made by vibrating 

the vocal chords, e.g. /b/, /l/, /m/, /v/, etc. Unvoiced 
consonant sounds are made without vibration in the 
throat, e.g. /p/, /k/, /t/, /s/, etc.

• You can demonstrate this to Sts by getting them 
to hold their hands against their throats. For voiced 
sounds they should feel a vibration in their throat, but 
not for unvoiced sounds.

a e 7.10 Focus on the Past simple regular verbs box and 
go through it with the class. Elicit / Explain that there are 
three different ways of pronouncing -ed. Two are similar 
(/d/ and /t/), but the third /ɪd/ is very different. 

 Focus on the phonetics which show the three different 
pronunciations of -ed (/d/, /t/, and /ɪd/). Then look at the 
sentences for each pronunciation and play the audio 
once. Tell Sts to listen and concentrate on how the -ed is 
pronounced.

e 7.10 
See chart in Student’s Book on p.57

 Now play the audio again, pausing after each sentence for 
Sts to listen and repeat. 

 Ask Sts the question In which group do you pronounce the 
‘e’ in -‘ed’? (group 3). 

 Tell Sts to look at the spelling of the verbs in group 3, and 
see what letters come before the -ed (d or t). Explain / 
Demonstrate that it would be impossible to pronounce 
another /d/ or /t/ after a d or a t. For that reason an extra 
syllable is added, which is why the pronunciation here is  
/ɪd/. Emphasize that this group of verbs is very small.

 Highlight that the most important rule to remember is not 
to pronounce the e in -ed (unless it comes after a t or d).

b e 7.11 Tell Sts to look at the verbs in the list and circle 
the ones which have the /ɪd/ sound in the past simple. 
Remind Sts that an exercise like this is easier if they say the 
verbs aloud.

 Play the audio for Sts to listen and check.
 Check answers.

ended, painted, started

e 7.11
See list of verbs in Student’s Book on p.57

EXTRA CHALLENGE  Get Sts to look at all the verbs again and 
then to try and put them in the appropriate columns in a. 
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 7C Happy New Year?

 Give Sts time to read the stories again and complete the 
six sentences with an initial.

 Check answers.

1 J   2 A   3 M   4 A   5 M   6 J

 Deal with any other new vocabulary. Model and drill the 
pronunciation of any tricky words. 

d If your Sts come from the same country, do this as a 
whole-class activity. If your Sts come from different 
countries, put them in pairs or small groups to discuss the 
questions.

EXTRA SUPPORT  If Sts come from different countries, give 
them time to make notes about New Year’s Eve celebrations 
in their country. Monitor and help with vocabulary.

 Get some feedback from various pairs / groups. If you 
don’t come from the same country as your Sts, tell them 
how people celebrate New Year’s Eve in your country.

2 GRAMMAR past simple: irregular verbs
a Focus on the 15 infinitives and check Sts remember 

their meaning. Then put Sts in pairs and give them a few 
minutes to find the past simple forms in the stories. Point 
out that the first one (bought) has been done for them.
Encourage Sts to use the phonetics to help them.

b e 7.14 Write the infinitives on the board. Play the audio, 
pausing after each verb to check answers. Get Sts to spell 
the verbs to you and write the past simples on the board 
next to the infinitives. 

See verbs in bold in script 7.14

e 7.14
buy bought
can could
come came
drink drank
feel felt
find found
get got
go went
have had
know knew
put on put on
say said
take took
think thought
wear wore

 Focus on the phonetics and tell Sts to listen to the 
pronunciation. Play the audio again, pausing after each 
infinitive and past tense for Sts to repeat them. Give more 
practice as necessary, getting Sts to repeat after you or 
after the audio. 

EXTRA CHALLENGE  Focus on the phonetics and elicit the 
pronunciation of the verbs before playing the audio. 

 Get Sts to cover the past simple verb and see if they can 
remember it, uncovering them one by one to check their 
answers. 

 G  past simple: irregular verbs 
 V  go, have, get 
 P  sentence stress

Lesson plan
The topic of this lesson is New Year’s Eve. Three blogs about 
memorable New Year’s Eves (good and bad!) provide the 
context for the introduction of past simple irregular verbs. 
The vocabulary focus is common collocations of the key 
verbs go, have, and get (e.g. go out, get home, etc.). Then Sts 
listen to a fourth person talking about a memorable New 
Year’s Eve in Brazil. Sts then work on the stress pattern in  
Wh- questions in the past simple, which prepares them for 
the final Speaking and Writing activity, where Sts ask each 
other about a memorable New Year’s Eve and then write 
about it.

More materials
For teachers
Photocopiables 
Grammar past simple: irregular verbs p.188 
Vocabulary go, have, get p.270 (instructions p.255) 
Communicative Born on 31st December p.234 
(instructions p.209)
For students
Workbook 7C
Online Practice 7C

OPTIONAL LEAD-IN (BOOKS CLOSED)   
Write on the board 31ST DECEMBER, 1ST JANUARY. Ask Sts if they 
know what these days are called in English, and elicit New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. 

Ask Sts what they usually do on New Year’s Eve.

1 READING
a Books open. Focus on the photos and the questions. If you 

didn’t do the Optional lead-in, elicit when New Year’s Eve 
is (31st December). Elicit answers to the second question. 
If you don’t come from the same country as your Sts, tell 
them if New Year’s Eve is an important occasion in your 
country.

b Focus on the task and make sure Sts understand the three 
options. 

 You may want to pre-teach the past of go (went), midnight, 
and a lift to help Sts understand the stories.

 Give Sts time to read all three stories.
 Check answers.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Before Sts read the stories the first time, 
check whether you need to pre-teach any vocabulary.

Jenny had a great evening. Andy had an OK evening. Mina had a 
terrible evening.

c Focus on the task and the six sentences. You might want 
to check Sts know the meaning of alone.
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b Tell Sts to go to Vocabulary Bank go, have, get on p.160 
and get them to do a individually or in pairs. 

Vocabulary notes
You may want to tell Sts that get is one of the most 
common verbs in English partly because it has many 
different meanings. The most common are buy (as in get 
a newspaper), receive (as in get an email), arrive (as in get 
home) and take (as in get a taxi).
Remind Sts that go home = go to your house, get home = 
arrive at your house. 

 e 7.16  Now do b. Play the audio for Sts to listen and 
check. 

 Check answers. 

e 7.16
go
8 go by bus 
1 go for a walk
5 go home

 10 go out
9 go shopping

2 go to a restaurant
 11 go to bed
7 go to church
3 go to the beach
6 go back
4 go on holiday

have
 15 have a car
 12 have long hair
 18 have breakfast
 14 have a drink
 13 have a good time
 16 have a sandwich
 17 have a shower

get
 20 get a newspaper
 23 get a taxi 
 19 get an email
 21 get dressed
 25 get home
 22 get to the airport
 24 get up

 Then either use the audio to drill the pronunciation of 
the phrases, or model and drill them yourself. Give further 
practice of any words or phrases your Sts find difficult to 
pronounce

 Focus on c. Get Sts to cover the verb phrases and use the 
photos to test themselves or each other. Encourage them 
to say the complete phrase. 

 For Activation, put Sts in pairs and get them to take it in 
turns to say five things they did the previous day and five 
the previous week. All the sentences should include went, 
had, or got. Get some feedback.

 Tell Sts to go back to the main lesson 7C. 

EXTRA SUPPORT  If you think Sts need more practice, you 
may want to give them the Vocabulary photocopiable 
activity at this point.

c Tell Sts to go to Grammar Bank 7C on p.136. 

Grammar notes
The vast majority of verbs in the past are regular. However, 
a small number of verbs (several of which are very 
common) are irregular in the past simple. These verbs 
don’t add -ed in the past, they change their form. This 
change can be just one or two letters, e.g. wear › wore, or 
can be a completely new word, e.g. go › went. Some verbs 
don’t change their form, e.g. cost, put, etc. The verb read is 
spelled the same, but pronounced differently.
Irregular verbs are only irregular in the affirmative. In 
questions and negatives, as with regular verbs, the 
infinitive is used after did / didn’t. 
There is a list of the most common irregular verbs on p.165 
of the Student’s Book. 

 e 7.15  Focus on the example sentences and play the 
audio for Sts to listen and repeat. Then go through the 
rules with the class.

 Focus on the can / could box and go through it with the 
class.  

 Now focus on the exercises for 7C on p.137. Sts do the 
exercises individually or in pairs. 

!  Monitor while Sts are doing the exercises. If you see they 
are having problems with word order in c, remind them of 
QuASI and ASI (see p.50 of this book).

 Check answers, getting Sts to read the full sentences. 

a
1 She didn’t wear a red dress. She wore a blue dress.
2 I didn’t come home early. I came home late.
3 We didn’t go by train. We went by bus.
4 He didn’t say hello. He said goodbye.
5 You didn’t have a sandwich. You had a salad.
6 He didn’t know her surname. He knew her first name.
b
 1 had   2 took   3 were   4 went   5 could   6 had   7 got   
8 felt  9 were
c
 1 did you wear   2 did she buy   3 did you get home

 Tell Sts to go back to the main lesson 7C.

EXTRA SUPPORT  If you think Sts need more practice, you 
may want to give them the Grammar photocopiable 
activity at this point.

3 VOCABULARY go, have, get
a Focus on the three verbs in the heading and elicit the past 

simple (went, had, got). 
 Give Sts a moment to decide which verb goes in 

each gap.
 Check answers.

1 went   2 had   3 got   4 had   5 went   6 got
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EXTRA SUPPORT  If there’s time, you could get Sts to listen 
again with the script on p.120, so they can see exactly what 
they understood / didn’t understand. Translate / Explain any 
new words or phrases.

d Do the questions as a whole-class activity. You could also 
tell Sts whether you would like to spend New Year’s Eve in 
Rio, and if not where.

5 PRONUNCIATION sentence stress
a Go through the instructions and focus on the questions. 
 Give Sts time in pairs or individually to complete the 

questions.
 Check answers.

1 was   2 were   3 were you   4 did you   5 did you   6 did 
you   7 did you   8 did you   9 was   10 did you   11 Did you

b e 7.18  Play the audio once for Sts just to listen and focus 
on the rhythm. 

e 7.18
1 When was it?
2 Where were you?
3 Who were you with?
4 Where did you have dinner? 
5 What did you wear?
6 What did you do before midnight?
7 What did you do at midnight?
8 What did you do after midnight?
9 How was the weather?

10 What time did you go to bed?
11 Did you have a good time?

 Now play the audio again, pausing after each question for 
Sts to listen and repeat, trying to copy the rhythm. 

6 SPEAKING & WRITING
a Give Sts a few minutes individually to think about their 

own answers to the questions in 5a. Help with any new 
vocabulary they might need.

EXTRA IDEA  If your Sts don’t celebrate New Year’s Eve, they 
could discuss and write about another important event, 
such as a wedding or a special night out.

b Put Sts in pairs. Get Sts A to give Sts B a complete 
‘interview’ and then swap roles. Monitor the interviews, 
encouraging Sts to ask their questions with good 
sentence stress and rhythm. Help with any new 
vocabulary that Sts need and correct as necessary.

EXTRA IDEA  Get Sts to interview you about a memorable 
New Year’s Eve before they interview each other. 

 Get feedback, asking a few pairs whose night was more 
memorable / fun / interesting, etc. 

c Sts now write an article similar to the ones they read in 1. 
Tell them they need to answer all the questions in 5a 
and they should look back at Mina’s, Jenny’s, and Andy’s 
memorable New Year’s Eves in 1 to help them.

 Once Sts have finished, they should spend a few minutes 
checking their story, before handing it to another student 
to read or to you. 

4 LISTENING understanding extra information
a e 7.17  Focus on the photo and the task. Elicit / Teach the 

meaning and pronunciation of memorable /ˈmemərəbl/ 
(= easy to remember because it is special). Tell Sts to close 
their books, relax and listen, and just focus on where 
Denisa was at midnight.

 Play the audio once, and elicit the answer.

EXTRA SUPPORT  Read through the script and decide if you 
need to pre-teach any new lexis before Sts listen.

Denisa was on the beach in Rio de Janeiro, in Brazil.

e 7.17
(script in Student’s Book on p.120)
F = friend, D = Denisa
F What was your best ever New Year’s Eve? One you always 

remember?
D Oh, definitely twenty fourteen, when I was in Rio. 
F Who were you with?
D I was with my boyfriend Marcelo, who’s Brazilian. 
F Why was it so special?
D Well, Brazil has special traditions for New Year’s Eve, and they were 

all new for me. For example, it’s a Brazilian tradition to wear white 
clothes for New Year’s Eve because white is a symbol of peace, so I 
wore a beautiful white dress, which Marcelo’s mother bought me. 
I have a photo somewhere on my phone. Yes, here, look! 

F How lovely. So what did you do?
D Er, let me think. Well, first we had a typical New Year’s Eve dinner 

with Marcelo’s family. And then, I suppose it was about ten, we 
got a bus to Copacabana. 

F What was the atmosphere like there?
D Oh, it was amazing! The streets were already full of people. We 

went to a show at a place near the beach. It was great, and we 
danced samba. 

F Wow. Were you there at midnight?
D No, no. When we saw it was nearly midnight, we went to the 

beach, and the typical countdown started, you know – ten, nine, 
eight…Happy New Year! Everywhere we heard the sound of 
people opening champagne, and we watched the wonderful 
fireworks. 

F It sounds great. What did people do when the fireworks finished?
D Most people went to other parties, or they went home. 
F And what about you?
D We decided to go to a different beach, a beach called Praia do 

Arpoador, and we had our first swim of the new year. It was 
magical.

b Focus on the people and things in 1–8, and make sure Sts 
understand them.

 Give Sts time in pairs or individually to see what they can 
remember.

c Play the audio again for Sts to listen and check. Play 
it again if necessary, pausing after she mentions each 
person or thing.

 Check answers.

1 Marcelo – is her Brazilian boyfriend.
2 She wore white clothes because it’s a Brazilian tradition.
3 Marcelo’s mother bought the dress.
4 They had a typical dinner with Marcelo’s family.
5 They got a bus to Copacabana.
6 They went to a show at a place near the beach and danced 

samba.
7 When it was nearly midnight, they went to the beach and 

watched fireworks.
8 They had their first swim of the New Year at another beach 

called Praia do Arpoador.


